
In continuation from the article in the last 
edition of Target, we’d like to share in this 
magazine more detail on the potential 
areas which may be considered in the 
upcoming (draft) Bucks Local Plan writes 
Councillor Penny Drayton. 
  Turn to page 10 in this issue and you will 
see two maps. On these maps a large 
grey area can be seen which (if you can 
picture and identify the surrounding roads) 
sits on the hillside between Bourne End, 
Wooburn Town and Flackwell Heath.  
  This was the new area proposed when 
sites were shared earlier this year, which 
understandably, has caused much upset 
with residents.  
  Apart from some of this area being on 
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private land which the landowners have 
told the council outright ‘is not available’, 
there is no feasible access, and it is on 
high performing green belt which has been 
identified as such by the council 
themselves.  
  Your three local councillors (Penny 
Drayton, Larisa Townsend and Stuart 
Wilson) all sent individual, detailed, 
evidence-based responses to the 
consultation regarding this, explaining why 
it wasn’t a considerable option.  
  The parish council also sent a very 
strong and detailed response to the same 
effect.  
  We will get no feedback to this until the 

draft plan comes out in July, but 

Janet’s memories of a 
1940s Bourne End p29

Say ahoy to our new river writer 
and read his first column p23

Chess man Doug wins at 86-years-old    
Proving that age is just a number, 86-year-old Douglas Forbes played on top form to beat his challengers 
and win his section in the Bourne End Chess Congress meeting in March. 
  His son Colin, who was taught chess by Douglas as a child and who took this photo, came third. 
Douglas who has lived in Wooburn Manor Park since 1965, was taught how to play chess by his father 
when he was just seven years old. Over the years he has played for the Bourne End Chess Club, being a 
regular in the 1970s, and has been a member of the Gerrard's Cross Chess Club for more than 20 years. 
  His proud family contacted Target to let us know of his achievement. Son, Colin, also lives locally while his 
daughter Lisa lives in Little Chalfont. Douglas has four grandchildren, Poppy, Alex, Rebecca and Hannah, all 
in their 20s.  
  Douglas, who worked for 21 years at EMI Music as the Senior Purchasing Officer (retiring 30 years ago), 
has been a Watford FC supporter since 1955 and is a member of Gold Hill Baptist Church in Gerrard’s 

Cross. He attends 
their seniors’ day 
gatherings every 
Wednesday… as a 
helper.  
  Douglas, who is the 
oldest ever division 
winner at the Bourne 
End Congress, last 
won in Bourne End in 
1975. So, cheers to 
him on his 51-year 
comeback.  
  Bourne End Chess 
Club started in 1967, 

we hope our local insight and knowledge 
will be considered. Nobody knows at this 
stage what is certain to be in the plan or 
not, but we do know from experience we 
need to be cautious, even when the 
suggestions are ridiculous. 
  In July the consultation will commence. 
This officially has to be no later than July 
23, although it is scheduled to be officially 
publicised during the period July 29 to 
September 9.  
  If publishing dates allow us, we are 
hoping to share the important information 
on this in the next edition of Target so keep 
a look out for that. 
  
See the maps on PAGE 10 
 

and the tradition of running a chess congress in 
Bourne End Community Centre was established by 
the late George Parker around 1974, only pausing 
during Covid.  
  This Bourne End event is now one of the longest 
running chess tournaments in the UK, with entries 
this year from Berks, Bucks and Harrow totalling 
about 60 including 20 in Douglas’s group. 
  Event co-organiser Andrew Smith explained: “The 
event is divided into three sections, with main prizes 
in each. 
  “The winner of the top Section A, John Sharp, was 
crowned Buckinghamshire Chess Champion for 
2026, and awarded Custody of the ' Fred Day Cup' 
until next year's event.  
  “In Section B, the winner was young Ashley Melvin. 
Unusually, he doesn't play for any club, instead 
preferring to play chess online. This makes his 
victory with a 100% score of 5 wins from 5 games, 
rather surprising.  
  “The most interesting outcome of the whole event 
was the winner in Section C which was 86-year-old 
Douglas who is possibly the oldest person to ever 
win a chess tournament in the UK. 
  “The whole event was a great success. The chess 
played was competitive, but always in great spirit 
with an age range starting with a young girl aged 12 
all the way up to Doug!” 

Plans for housing are ‘not a considerable option’ say our local independent councillors



2 Could you become one of the Target delivery team? 

Target magazine is published by Bourne 
End (Bucks) Community Association and 
distributed free to over 5,000 homes in 
the local area.   
Bourne End (Bucks)  
Community Association 
The Centre, Wakeman Road, Bourne 
End, Bucks SL8 5SX 
Telephone: 01628 522604  
www.bourneendcommunitycentre.org.uk 
for current information or email   
office@bebca.org.uk  
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9am to 4pm 
Centre Manager: Paula Riley 

POLICE 101  
EMERGENCY 999 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111  
www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
 
MP: Joy Morrissey                                    0207 219 3000 
Email: joy.morrissey.mp@parliament.uk 
 
POST OFFICES www.postoffice.co.uk 
(with last collection times) 
Bourne End, Furlong Road 5pm      01628 520050 
Flackwell Heath 4.45pm        01628 520524 
Wooburn Green 5pm                          01628 522939 
 
DOCTORS 
Bourne End & Wooburn Green Medical Centre 
Hawthornden, Wharf Lane, Bourne End SL8 5RX 
The Orchard, Station Road, Bourne End SL8 5QE 
Pound House, 8 The Green, Wooburn Green HP10 0EE 
www.bewgmc.co.uk                                    01628 530 997  
 
HEALTH VISITORS’ SERVICE            01628 482788 
 
Cherrymead Surgery  
Queensmead Road, Loudwater HP10 9XA  
MESSAGES, VISITS & APPOINTMENTS 01494 445150 
www.cherrymeadsurgery.co.uk  
NHS 111 or www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 
 
HOSPITALS 
Amersham Hospital, Whielden Street,  
Amersham, Bucks HP7 0JD                     01494 434411 
Wycombe Hospital, Queen Alexandra Road,  
High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 2TT            01494 526161 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
Mandeville Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 8AL  
www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk                    01296 315000 
St Mark’s Hospital, 112 St Mark's Road,  
Maidenhead SL6 6DU            01628 632012 

Wexham Park Hospital, Wexham Street,  
Slough SL2 4HL  
www.heatherwoodandwexham.nhs.uk      0300 614 5000 
   
BOURNE END DENTAL PRACTICE 
Station Road, Bourne End SL8 5QF         01628 523353 
www.bourneenddental.co.uk 
 
Southern Electricity     Emergencies       08000 727282 
                                                        Or 105 for power cuts 
Thames Water Supply Emergencies           0800 714614 
North Thames Gas Emergency (Slough) 0800 111999 
 
DAY CENTRE, Wakeman Road, Bourne End SL8 5SX

        01628 527024 
WYE VALLEY VOLUNTEERS,  
Portacabin, Wakeman Road Bourne End SL8 5SX  
enquiries@wyevalleyvolunteers.org.uk       
01628 521027 
 
BOURNE END LIBRARY 
Wakeman Road, Bourne End SL8 5SX  01296 382415 
Closed Sunday, Monday and Wednesday pm. 
Open late evening Tuesdays to 7pm 
www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/libraries/  
Email: lib-boe@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
 
British Rail  Passenger Information       08457 484950 
Bourne End Station, Station Road, Bourne End  
SL8 5QH  www.nationalrail.co.uk 
Carousel Buses    www.carouselbuses.co.uk   
                                                                01494 450151 
THE SAMARITANS  
(free number even from mobiles)  
or email jo@samaritans.org                              116 123 
 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Calls answered 7am to 10pm         01628 530055  
Find meetings at www.aachilternthames.org.uk 
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The association is a registered charity (No. 
300236). It is financed by fundraising, 
donations and income from the community 
centre and is managed entirely by volunteers.  
  Bourne End Community Centre offers the 
local community a wide range of clubs and 
activities that focus on history, crafts, sports 
and general interest. Social events take place 
on a regular basis and there is a well-stocked 
bar for members and visitors.  
  All the facilities can be hired. These include 
the large May Woollerton Hall with a stage 
and dressing rooms. Stage lighting, a sound 
system and a large screen are also on offer. 
  Parties and meetings can hire the medium-
sized Eghams Room, with a screen and a 
sound system also available for hirers. Two 
smaller rooms can also be hired depending on 
requirements. 
  Kitchens for light refreshments are available 
for all facilities. 
  Why not call in and look around? Our 
Centre Manager will be happy to help. 

Target Editor 
Debra Aspinall 
Tel: 07881 558027 
editor@targetmagazine.org.uk  
Reporter: Hugh Howard 
Hugh1.target@gmail.com 
 
Target Advertising 
advertising@targetmagazine.org.uk  
Our advertising rate card is on 
www.bourneendcommunitycentre.org.uk 
Click on Community Association, then Target.  
 
Target Distribution 
distribution@targetmagazine.org.uk 
 
Printers 
Gpex.     Telephone:  01753 887450  
All material appearing in Target is the copyright of 
Bourne End (Bucks) Community Association. The 
Editor reserves the right to select letters and 
reports for publication and to edit for grammar, 
style and length.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL,  
County Hall, Walton Street, Aylesbury HP20 1UA 
www.buckscc.gov.uk                           0300 131 6000 
Road/pavement/highways. 
www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk  
Transport for Bucks:          01296 382416 (office hours) 
                    01296 486630 (out of hours emergencies) 
Housing emergencies:                           0800 999 7677 
Social care:                  01296 387021 (to report abuse) 
                     0800 999 767 (out of hours emergencies) 
 
WOOBURN & BOURNE END PARISH COUNCIL 
Council Offices, Town Lane,  
Wooburn Green HP10 0PS 
www.wooburnparish.gov.uk         01628 522827 
 
LITTLE MARLOW PARISH COUNCIL 
Community Office, The Pavilion, Church Road, Little 
Marlow SL7 3RS  
www.littlemarlowparishcouncil.org.uk       01628 890301 
 
SCHOOLS 
Claytons County Combined, Wendover Road,  
Bourne End SL8 5NS  
www.claytonsps.org.uk          01628 525277 
Little Marlow School, School Lane,  
Little Marlow SL7 3SA  
www.littlemarlow.bucks.sch.uk                 01628 473316 
St Paul’s School, Stratford Drive,  
Wooburn Green HP10 0QH 
www.st-pauls.bucks.sch.uk          01628 521553 
Wooburn Green Primary School, School Road,  
Wooburn Green HP10 0HF  
www.wooburngreenprimary.co.uk          01628 521634 
Bourne End Academy, New Road,  
Bourne End SL8 5BW 
www.bea.bucks.sch.uk          01628 819022 
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C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  N E W S
See our cinema listings here and turn the page for more activities and events at your community centre
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C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  N E W S

Centre Bar Quiz 
The next quiz dates are June 4 and July 2. 
These will be held in the May Woollerton Hall 
(unless otherwise advised on the evening). 
Doors open at 7.30; please arrive by 7.45 for 
an 8pm start. For information call Diane on 
07521 656413 or email 
secretary@bebca.org.uk  

SMALL CHANGE 
APPEAL 

 Thank you to those who have 
already donated their spare coins  
to our Small Change Appeal. Coin 

donation so far is £243.11. 
We have had a number of foreign 

coins donated and we  
                                           welcome these!  

So everyone, please check in your desk drawers, old purses and 
down the back of the sofa to dig out all your left-over banknotes 
and coins from old trips and consider donating them. Just hand 

them in at the community centre in Wakeman Road.  
Both these and unwanted small change will  support your 

community centre. THANK YOU. 



C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  N E W S

More community centre news next page

Cabaret talent on show in Bourne End 
The community centre hosted its first cabaret in March, with a stunning array of 
mostly local talent.  
  Held together expertly by our very own Dave Kimber as MC, the evening started 
with John and Rosie’s take on acoustic folk and pop, with beautiful harmonies and 
virtuoso guitar playing. This was followed by impressionist and comedian Steve 
Owen, who delighted the audience with his accurate impressions of popular and 
not-so-popular well-known figures. 
  After a brief interval we were entertained by different groups of dancers, mainly 

belly dancers such as 
Mysterious Phoenix and 
Sandy Maya, finishing with 
an amusing skit by the Belly 
Cleaners.  
  The evening was rounded 
off by Victoria Elizabeth, 
who belted out a few 
popular songs, getting us all 
joining in and sending us off 
on a high. 

  Everyone enjoyed 
the evening and 
would love to see 
another cabaret 
evening here soon. 
Once the organisers 
have had the time to 
recover from this first 
one, they may be 
persuaded to put 
together another 
evening of music, 
dance and laughter – 
you never know! 



C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  N E W S  C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  N E W S

ANGLING CLUB 
Tales from the water’s edge   

Spring already. I can hardly believe it, but it is truly wonderful to have 
light evenings once more, they feel like they have been a long time 
coming.  
  We fished Royal Berkshire in April. Although a cold day it wasn’t too 
bad in the swims that had sunshine. First was John Taylor with 22lb 
08oz, second was Neil Townsend with 15lb 10oz and third was Eric 
Leuzinger with 13lb 12oz. 
  In May we returned to Royal Berkshire Fishery. It fished really well, 
obviously a change in temperature helps. First was Neil Townsend  
with 86lb 08oz,  joint second was Anthony Coleborn and Henry 
Rimmer with 48lb and third was Chelsea Smith with 37lb 08oz. 
Thanks to all who managed the match in my absence and well done 
everyone for much better weights from Royal Berkshire this time.  
  We have one more match, which is not part of the nine match shield, 
which is the ‘float only’ then our season is complete and I will be able 
to announce the winners next time. So watch this space. 
  We are always looking for new members and you don’t have to 
match fish. By joining us you have access to some free waters as we 
are affiliated to the Thames Valley Angling Association.  
  If you fancy guesting to meet us all (we are a really friendly club) with 
a view to joining please get in touch .  
  Until next time tight lines.  

Michele Smith  
Secretary BE Anglers  

Phone: 07802 711141 
Email: Raemichelesmith@yahoo.co.uk                                      

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Community Association will be held on 
Wednesday June 3 at 7.30pm in the 

Eghams Room at the community 
centre. All members are welcome to 

attend. Light refreshments will be 
provided. 

The agenda is available, together with 
meeting papers, at the centre and on 

the association’s website 
bourneendcommunitycentre.org.uk 

Are you a  
Beatles fan?  
Then reserve  

October 24 for a 
very special 

evening that you’ll 
love. More details 
in the next issue
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WOOBURN 
RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION

By Caroline Meechan
We hope you all have June 20 
in your diary and are ready to 
come along and enjoy the 
annual Wooburn Fête organised 
by us and held on The Green 
from midday to 5pm.    
  This is a wonderful summer 
event and we are very grateful 
for the financial support from 
Wooburn and Bourne End 
Parish Council as well as our 
generous sponsors; G Smith 
Funeral Directors, Crendon 
House and the Rotary Club of 
Bourne End and Cookham.   
  All monies raised from the fête 
support our Christmas event 
which offers children an 
opportunity to see Santa and 
enjoy activities for no charge. 
  The day takes a lot of planning 

07799 640096

and organising behind the scenes so please 
come along and support it.   
  The Scouts will be hosting their delicious 
barbecure as well as fun family games and 
there will be small fairground rides (for younger 
children), shopping opportunities from local 
businesses as well as our local churches, 
community groups and charities all alongside 
entertainment, face painting, music and fun. 
 
As well as hosting events, we facilitate free-of-
charge talks and were delighted to welcome 
Bucks Fire and Rescue Service in April. It was 
very interesting to hear about how to prevent 
fire, steps we can take to protect ourselves and 
meet the brave men and women who work in 
this vital service. 
  Our next talk will be from the RNLI – our 
lifeboat service – which is completely staffed 
and funded by volunteers and donations.    
  Considering that we live on an island this is 
something to ponder. This talk has no date set 
at the moment – please follow us on Facebook 
or check the website for dates of all events and 
activities. 
  To remind you, we meet every other month in 
the private room at the back of the Wooburn 
Club.   
  Meetings are an excellent forum to meet your 
neighbours, have a drink (subsidised bar) and 
discuss matters pertaining to our beautiful 
area.   
  We always have members of our independent 
councillors present as well as representation 
from the parish council. We can promise you 
that things do get done. 
  We look forward to seeing you. Our next 
meeting is July 13, 8pm. 
 

24



8 The parish council offices are just inside the cemetery entrance

Wooburn and Bourne End Parish Council 
Working with the Community                     

  Many things around the parish (including, but not 
limited to, the King’s Commemorative Stone on The 
Green; Christmas lights that twinkle throughout 
Wooburn and Bourne End; the ongoing success of 
Parkfest) will serve as a reminder of the hard work 
and passion Mike has put in as clerk.  
  We will miss having him and his sense of humour 
at the helm, but we hope he enjoys his retirement 
(and keeps in touch). 
  
We will continue to attend Bourne End’s community 
market every second Saturday of the month, so 
please do come and speak to us.  
The parish council meeting schedule for the 
upcoming year is available to view on our website 
and Facebook pages. We would love to welcome 
many more members of the public through our doors 
this year, so please do feel free to come along to 
any meetings that may be of interest to you. 
 
Parkfest organisation is well under way - Saturday 
August 29 will soon come around  so make sure you 
add this to your diary.   Following on from last year’s 
success we are aiming to make this year’s event 
bigger and better, welcoming back some familiar 

Entrants to the Bucks Best Kept Village competition 
will be judged during June and July with the principal 
parish features being judged to include the 
cemetery, childrens’ play areas, nature conservation 
areas, wild flower and floral displays as well as 
general environmental features.  
  Last year’s entry was such a success, we hope that 
this year we will all have done the best we can to 
win. 
 
Coming in to the warmer weather, we know a lot of 
you will be venturing out more into our parks and 
open spaces.  
  As a nation of animal-lovers, we appreciate you 
taking your dogs out into the parks for exercise and 
enrichment, but we ask you please to also respect 
the natural wildlife that lives in these areas. 
  There have been incidents where duck nests have 
been disturbed and swans aggravated by 
unrestricted dogs by the river – please adhere to the 
polite signage and keep our wildlife safe. 
 
As some may already know, our parish clerk has 
announced his retirement and will be leaving us in 
mid-July.   
  Mike Balbini has been a vibrant part of the council 
for over 10 years - first as a councillor, followed by 
four years as clerk - and in his time here he has not 
only contributed hugely to the improvement of our 
parish, but the existing relationships he has nurtured 
and new positive links formed with local residents 
and groups we hope will continue to serve us long 
after his departure.  

By Jess Lewis

faces throughout the event plus the addition of new 
activities and stalls.  
  If you are interested in attending as a stallholder, 
please contact the office on 
office@wooburnparish.gov.uk 
  
Please continue to report any issues you see 
within the parish to us as we can only help if we 
are made aware. 
Email clerk@wooburnparish.gov.uk  
contact us via our website 
wooburnparish.gov.uk  
call on 01628 522827, or drop into the office 
inside Wooburn Cemetery. We are happy to help.

BOURNE END JUNIOR CRAFT SHOW  
The 14th Bourne End Junior Craft Show will take 
place at Bourne End Library on Saturday October 3. 
  Open to children and young people aged four to 16 
from Bourne End, the Wooburns, Flackwell and the 
surrounding area, the show is completely free of 
charge to enter, and you can enter as many different 
items as you like. We have some lovely arty crafty 
prizes up for grabs, as well as rosettes and even 
trophies for some lucky winners. 
  This year we have a new class — Everything 
Elephant. For this you can enter any piece of 
artwork as long as its main component is one or 
more elephants. It could be a picture, a model, a 
collage, a soft toy, or anything else your imagination 
conjures up. 
  Aside from this the usual range of classes is still on 
offer including painting, 
photography, needlework, clay 
models, decorated cupcakes, 
and many more.       
  See our website 
www.bejuniorcraftshow.co.uk 



9Turn to page 34 for reports from local groups
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10 Support your local businesses

COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE  

 
As always we continue to attend every Bourne End 
Community Market (second Saturday of each month) and 
every Flackwell Heath Market (third Saturday of each month) 
so please pop along and see us there if you have any matters 
to discuss, or drop us an email at any time on  
 
Penny.Drayton@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
Larisa.Townsend@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
Stuart.Wilson@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The map on the right shows the whole ward with all 
sites displayed. The map below shows the large grey  
proposed area with nearby roads marked for easy 
identification of the area. 



11Support the London Olympics 2012Support your local craftsmen and traders

Nurse Lucy completes 
her marathon challenge   
District Nurse Lucy Hopla completed her 
London Marathon challenge in April, raising 
more than £2,000 for charity, and says she 
wants to do it again. 
  She told Target: “I really enjoyed the whole 
fundraising process and in total our group of 
seven runners for Bucks Healthcare raised 
£13,300 for their 
charitable trust, which is 
amazing. So thank you 
so much to everyone 
who donated.  
  “The London Marathon 
was the hardest thing I 
have ever done and at 
times I didn’t think I was 
going to finish it, but the 

support from friends, family, colleagues, local 
people in Bourne End and the Wooburns, 
patients and the crowds was absolutely 
amazing. 
  “Running for such a good cause pushed me 
to the finish line. It was the best day ever and I 
had so much fun although I really struggled.  
  “Unfortunately, I didn’t do it under six hours, 
my time was 6 hours 40 mins, but I had a 
wonderful day and I want to do it again. 
  “It was such an amazing experience, 
everyone was so supportive and friendly and 
the atmosphere in London was incredible.”  



12 Support events at the community centre

A new chapter for Another Answer  
If you’ve known Another Answer over the years, you 
may already have heard that things are changing. 
  Another Answer is now part of Naylor Accountancy 
Services and our Bourne End office will be known as 
Naylor Accountancy Services (Bourne End). 
  This change brings together the best of both, the 
local relationships and services you value, alongside 
the broader expertise and support of Naylor 
Accountancy Services. 
  We truly feel this is a natural evolution, allowing us to 
continue supporting local businesses in the same way, 
while also expanding what we can offer. 
  This is driven by our common belief that for many 
small business owners, accountancy is not just about 
the numbers. It is about knowing that there is someone 
sensible just a phone call or email away, who 
understands your business, helps keep things on track 
and takes some of the pressure off.  
  Yes, deadlines and compliance matter, but so does 
having someone who helps you feel more organised, 
more informed and more confident about what is going 
on in your business. This kind of support matters. 
  We’re incredibly proud of the trust that has been built 
in Bourne End over the years under the leadership of 
Sylvia and Neil Bourhill. The relationships we enjoy 
within the local business community are something we 
value deeply and are committed to continuing. 
  As Sylvia and Neil now step back to enjoy a well-
earned retirement (and a bit more travelling), we’re 
pleased to share that the wider Bourne End team 
remains in place. 

S M A L L   
   B U S I N E S S   

     M A T T E R S  
with Naylor Accountancy Services

  We believe that this change delivers continuity but 
also means more support behind the scenes. That 
includes access to a wider team, broader experience 
across tax and advisory work, and stronger systems 
and technology to support clients well over time.  
  Our intention is not to make things feel more 
complicated. Quite the opposite. We know small 
businesses often value dealing with people who 
understand the pace and reality of local business life, 
not just people who produce figures each year. 
  This is also why we are pleased to continue writing 
the Small Business Matters column for Target 
magazine. This is a perfect forum for us to continue 
sharing useful, relevant information from one local 
business to others in our existing community. 
  And so while we are here, it is worth a quick 
reminder about Making Tax Digital. 
  From April 6, 2026, sole traders and landlords with 
qualifying income over £50,000 need to submit 
quarterly updates under Making Tax Digital for Income 
Tax. If this applies to you, you will almost certainly 
have received letters or emails from HMRC. Please 
do act on them.   
  Of course, if you are not in this bracket, MTD does 
not affect you right now, but it is coming. Please be 
aware that the scope of MTD widens to include those 
earning over £30,000 from April 6, 2027, and over 
£20,000 from April 6, 2028.  
  Whether you are self-employed or receive income 
from property, now is a good time to check where you 
stand and make sure your records and software are 
ready. 
  If you would like some help with your first steps 
towards MTD, or need advice, give us a call. 
  So, we are evolving, but also staying the same, and 
we look forward to working with you, our local 
community, in the future because we believe that 
small businesses matter. 

Alisa Schroeder 
Naylor Accountancy Services – Bourne End 

www.nayloraccountancy.com  
 

Target welcomes its 
new roving reporter, 
Hugh Howard. 
  Hugh has been 
given the brief to 
report on local 
events, people, clubs 
and activities.   

  “I am very excited about finding out more of 
what goes on and promoting our wonderful 
villages,” said Hugh. 
  Hugh moved to Well End 10 years ago from 
north Staffordshire. He is a retired solicitor who 
had a busy criminal and child care practice.   
  He investigated the ‘Pin Down’ child abuse 
scandal of the 1990s. He defended a scrap 
metal merchant who stole the Falklands 
Islands airstrip, and also  the regional head of 
security of the Post Office whose theft of used 
bank notes was the largest PO loss since the 
Great Train Robbery.   
  He was also solicitor to Walsall FC and chair 
of a charitable housing association. In a 
voluntary capacity he trained to ambulance 
technician level. For 11 years he was a First 
Responder for Staffordshire ambulance 
service. He served as a part time judge for 16 
years and a full time judge for 20 years dealing 
with welfare benefits and armed forces 
compensation.   
  His interests include keeping active with his 
six grandchildren, theatre and opera, and 
exploring the UK with his wife in their camper 
van. 
  Contact Hugh on Hugh1.target@gmail.com 

Target’s new  
reporter



TAKE YOUR  
TARGET 

Clark Schofield sent in this picture of himself for 
our Take Your Target feature. 
  He wrote: “On a recent trip to India with work, 
I had the chance to visit India Gate, the 
magnificent war memorial in central Delhi.  
  “I was lucky enough to meet up with some 
local friends and of course, they were a little 
puzzled, but highly amused, as to why I had my 
copy of the world famous Target magazine!  
  Clark, who lives on Chalklands, usually works 
in Little Chalfont and says trips like this are an 
occasional event. 
  Highlights for him were the tuktuk rides round 
town, “always exciting”, and enjoying some 
amazing food at the famous Kwality restaurant 
which has been serving the locals since the 
1940s.  

TAKE YOUR  
TARGET  
Wendy Mulhall took her Target on the 
holiday of a lifetime to Australia. It certainly 
didn’t disappoint especially seeing Sydney 
and enjoying the attractions of that city.  
  “Highlights, of course, were the Sydney 
Opera House (of which I had a guided tour 
before attending an operatic concert) and 
the harbour bridge, which I had actually 
climbed the day before. 
  “My photos show my bridge climb, 
including one which features the opera 
house,” Wendy enthused. 
  She then flew down to Melbourne where 
her brother whisked her off to the family 

home on the beautiful 
Mornington Peninsula.  
  Together with the 
family, Wendy then 
enjoyed a six day road 
trip driving around 600 
miles along the Great 
Ocean Road to 
Adelaide. “It really was 
the holiday of a lifetime 
and unforgettable,” 
Wendy grinned, “a 
wonderful start to a 
future as a retired lady. 
I can recommend it.”  
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Your local, virtual law firm.

Contact us on our
new office number:

0333 355 1977

OFFICE@BuchanansOnline.com
BuchanansOnline.com

  
Friends of Bourne End Library  
The talk from Dr Amanda Brown about her life as a 
Prison Doctor was excellent and very well attended. 
Everyone enjoyed a glass of fizz and nibbles before 
settling to a very clear and well delivered talk from 
our speaker. This was followed by a number of 
questions and answers, among them from a 
concerned listener wanting to know how she 
managed to take 
care of herself both 
mentally and 
physically. Her main 
concern was for the 
care and support of 
those in need within 
the prison system.  
  On Wednesday 
June 11 we will 
have our official 
opening of the 
stained glass 
window for the 
Children's Library. 
There will be an 
afternoon tea from 2.30pm to 4pm costing £6 per 
person. 
  Friday July 10 at 7pm for 7.30pm we will have an 
‘Interview with Tim Sullivan’, producer, screenwriter 
and author of the George Cross Crime Mysteries.  
  Local film and book critic, Quentin Falk, will be the 
interviewer. Tickets, £10 are available from the 
library, cash only. 
  Books will be on sale during the evening, with a 
member of The Little Bookshop, Cookham 
organising this. Pre-publication copies of The Tailor, 
his latest George Cross mystery will be available.

BOURNE END LIBRARY
With the school summer holidays fast approaching, 
it’s time to get children motivated to participate in 
the Summer Reading Challenge: Read to the Beat 
which starts in early July.  The collection features 55 
captivating titles for different reading levels, 
spanning early readers, and middle grade titles, as 
well as dyslexia-friendly titles. The website 
readingagency.org.uk has full details. 
  And speaking of challenges, here’s one for our 
adult readers: ‘Read 6 in 26’.  
  Over the course of the year, read a book from six 
selected categories, for example: Be a Time 
Traveller (read a book set in the past or future) or 
Book to Screen (read a book adapted for the 
screen). Suggested titles for each goal are available 
on the Bucks Libraries’ website, but participants are 
not limited to choosing from this list. 
  This is a self-paced challenge where you mark 
your own progress by logging into your library 
account and selecting which goals you have 
completed. Sign up with your library card on the 
library catalogue. The challenge closes on 
November 30 and participants completing it will be 
entered into a prize draw. 
  Older members of the community may be 

interested in the ‘Reminiscence’ sessions held on 
the last Saturday of the month from 10am to 
midday. These free sessions give attendees a 
chance to chat and share memories over a hot 
drink and a biscuit.   
  Generally there is a themed starting point before 
going to wherever the chat takes them. Memories 
can be prompted through the senses, for example, 
music or videos. Recently, explorations of 
genealogy and ancestry have been added. 
  Another free Saturday event, this time aimed at six 
to12 year olds, is ‘Coding’ held on alternate weeks 
(second and fourth) from midday to 1pm. 
Participants will learn basic coding using the BBC 
micro:bit minicomputer. 
  In the pipeline is the formation of a free Spanish 
conversation group to be held on the second 
Saturday of the month. This is recommended for 
those who have basic conversational Spanish. 
  If you enjoy reading, but find it difficult to get to the 
library in person, there are two schemes to help 
you. The Home Library Service is a free monthly 
service where books and other library items are 
delivered to your home by volunteers. Apply by 
calling the service on 01494 475573 Monday to 
Friday 9am to 5pm or leave a message outside 
these hours and you will get a callback. Or you can 
email homelibraryservice@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  
  The Library Buddy Service lets a friend or family 
member visit the library and borrow and return 
library books for you. With a Library Buddy card you 
get a 31 day loan period and no overdue or 
reservation charges.   

  Ask your friend or family member to visit the library 
where staff will help them join this service for you. 
  Remember that Bourne End library offers three 
meeting rooms.These are flexible and dynamic 
spaces at affordable rates.  
  Out-of-hours room bookings are available from 
8am until 10pm. Please note that you must make 
arrangements to collect a key and instructions for 
out-of-hours bookings.  
For more information and to make a booking go to 
bourne-end.lemonbooking.com
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The Lemon Tree card and gift shop has 
thrown open its doors to its latest venture, 
a pottery café, adding fun and colour to an 
already bustling Parade. 
  “This isn’t an art class — it’s about 
relaxing, having fun and creating 
something personal. There’s no pressure 
to be ‘good’, and no one is judging,” 
explains owner Martin Walters. 
  “We’ll give you simple guidance to get 
started. You can keep it as easy or 
detailed as you like.   
  “Some of the best pieces come from 
people who thought they’d be the worst.” 
  Locals Priyanni and her mum Uma 
Varsani were among the first customers 
when the café opened at the end of April. 
  “It’s my birthday today. My daughter 
bought this as a surprise birthday present,” 
said Uma.  

  “I’ve never done pottery 
before, but I love art. I love 
painting. This is very 
interesting. I can’t wait to see 
how it comes out.” 
  “It’s a great place,” said 
Priyanni. “I’m going to book it 
again for a girls’ day out. The 
cocktails here are something 
special. It’s been a fantastic 
present for my mum.” 
  The café is licensed and sells 
cocktails, prosecco, teas, 
coffees and cakes. 
  The process is simple. A one and a half 
hour session costs £5 and includes paint, 
materials, professional glazing and firing in 
the on-site kiln.   
  Pottery items for painting range in price 
from £7 to £30. Once glazed and fired, 

finished pottery is 
ready for collection 
after 10 days, often 
sooner.   

  Pottery items range from ornaments, 
including dinosaurs, to celebration plates, 
bowls and mugs.   
  “Babies’ feet and hand prints and pets’ 
paw prints, are just some of things 
customers can create,” says Martin. “We 
offer team-building sessions, parties or 
just a chance to relax and have some fun.” 
  See their advert below for contact 
details. 

Captions (from left to right): 
The kiln takes 30 hours to 
fire the painted and glazed 
pottery. 
Some of the extensive range 
of ornaments. A great idea 
for Father’s Day. 
 
Report by Hugh Howard. 

Get creative at Bourne End’s new pottery café 

Priyanni (left) and mum Uma
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 Dental implants & facial aesthetics

READ LOCAL CHURCH REPORTS ON PAGE 30 AND 
OUR GROUP REPORTS ON PAGES 34 and 35 

Pilates 
Classes 
 
St Dunstans 
Bourne End  
Beginners/Mixed 
Level.  
Wednesday 6.20pm a 
Thursday 9.30am  
 
Little Marlow Pavilion  
Beginners/ Mixed 
Level.  
Monday  6.30pm 
Thursday 1.30pm 

 
 
1 to one and 2 to 1 by 
appointment 
 
 
For further details call 
Sally: 

 on 0787 625 1967  
Pilates Institute 

Qualified Instructor 
 

Kitchingsally@hotmail.com 

ADVERTISE IN TARGET  
MAGAZINE  

Contact details page 2

2 The Parade 
Bourne End 

Bucks SL8 5SY



Please support Target advertisers  
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BAKE ON GOES ON 

Rosie O’ Hagan’s fund-raising Bake On had to be rescheduled when the star cook broke her 
wrist at the beginning of the year. So it was all round to Rosie’s in April for those who had 
signed up to enjoy expert guidance on pastry and cake making. 
  Rosie’s kitchen and conservatory weren’t as spacious as the church hall venue prviously 
planned, but the atmosphere was warm and friendly with lots of laughs. 
  Everyone got involved, whether they were nine or 79 years old. And everyone went home with 
quiche (gluten free), banana and berries muffin (gluten free, vegan with no refined sugar), a 
colourful flower arrangement and a raffle prize. It was a perfect afternoon packed with 
information about ingredients, cooking tips and short cuts when necessary. Rosie just loves 
food and talking about it. 
  The Bake On raised £290 for St Paul’s with St Mary’s stone floor renovation fund and £30 was 
donated to the Wycombe Food Hub. Exhausted, but happy, Rosie was delighted that the event 
went ahead. “I am so grateful to the four wonderful volunteer assistants and to all the 
participants for entering into the spirit of Bake On,” she grinned, “my broken wrist is healing 
well.” 

DAY IN THE SUN FOR THE 
GUIDE DOGS 

Grace at the Walnut Tree in Bourne End held a fundraising community 
day at the end of March. Glorious weather, lovely stalls to browse and all 
in aid of Guide Dogs for the Blind.  
  Dogs were the attraction and they got plenty of attention. Raffle gifts 
were donated by local businesses and there was an auction for top 
prizes. The Peake’s Plant Sale attracted lots of interest in one corner of 
the pub garden.  
  Grateful thanks to 
everyone who 
helped make this a 
good day for the 
dogs. The final total 
came to a 
spectacular £3,356. 
Thank you to 
everyone involved.

Grace, left, with stallholders at the event
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UPPER 
THAMES 
SAILING CLUB 
OPEN DAY 
(see report page 20)
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UPPER THAMES 
SAILING CLUB   
report by Tony Ketley 
The future of sailing is in the hands of the young, so 
how do we get them involved? We can’t look at this 
selfishly as a club, we must look at it as a sport. 
  The young members that we sign up today are 
most likely to move away when they are young 
adults possibly keeping up the sport at another 
club. We hope that other clubs have the same 
ethos.  
  Our annual Open Day is our chance to attract 
families to the sport, obviously it is the parents that 
make the decision to come along, but it can be the 
children with their enthusiasm that convince mum 
and dad to join our sailing club. 
  Our Open Day in April was ideal, with sunshine 

and a light wind (everything always 
seems better when the sun shines). 
Light winds don’t cause alarm, it’s a 
magical experience for children, being 
gently wafted along the river with the 
water tapping on the side of the boat.  
  Upper Thames is very fortunate to 
have sailing craft (Thames A Raters) 
that can take a modest size family 
when required. All the family get the 
experience together and can talk about 
it later. 
  We did rather well with the visitors at 
open day. We had young families in 
abundance, some of who made the decision to join 
there and then, some are thinking about it.  
  We had some young lady visitors who had 
travelled out of London to come and see what we 
had to offer. 

  An Open Day is an all-hands-on deck type of day, 
with the meet and greet team, the membership 
desk, the training desk, tours of the club, the galley 
team... you can’t have too many members on hand. 
  Yes, it was a good day with a pleasing result, those 
that gave up their day to be at the club should be 
feeling rewarded. And to top it all ‘Tea By The 
Thames ‘made £347 for the Ellen Mac Arthur 
Cancer Trust. 
  If you missed open day and are interested in 
membership, look us up on the web 
https://www.utsc.org.uk/  We’d be delighted to 
receive your enquiry. 
 
 
 

More photos from the sailing 
club’s Open Day on page 19





This month I visited the u3a poetry group. This is one of our oldest groups 
and has a very dedicated membership of eight people who come together 
once a month to present and listen to poems.  
  The group chooses a theme for each session, sometimes chosen together 
and, now more commonly, an individual member produces a challenge for 
the others. The members then go off and find poems to comply, however 
loosely, with that theme. 
  This time, the theme was ‘Sun, Moon and Stars’. There was an 
astonishing range of poems from Shakespeare to Chaucer to Sylvia Plath. 

Other themes have included Destiny, World War 
Poems, Far Flung Places, Weather and London.  
  More lighthearted afternoons have been spent 
listening to limericks and poems by John Betjeman. 
  There is always a lot of discussion and laughter 
and all the members obviously get a lot of pleasure 
from their poetic excursions. Occasionally, a 
member produces a poem written by him or herself 
and that’s always very welcome. 
  This was a thoroughly enjoyable way to spend the 
afternoon and a real eye-opener into the joys of 
poetry for someone who has always thought it 
something rather difficult to take on. 
  The poetry group is just one of the many Bourne 
End & District u3a groups, open to all local residents 
who are retired or semi-retired.  
  Have a look at our website (bourneendu3a.org.uk) 
for a list of interest groups, or send an email to 
chair@bourneendu3a.org.uk if you would like to join 
us. 
 
Picture shows (left to right) back row: Anne Arton, 
Philip, Marion, Ann, David and front row:  Andy 
Becker, Hilary Jackson and Sue Weston 
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Bourne End & District u3a  
by Vivienne Strayton



Skipper Andy 
Annable brought the 
Captain Beaky boat 
to Bourne End in 
2023, offering river 
trips on our stunning 
stretch of the River 
Thames.  Andy, 
meanwhile, has lived 
here all his life and 
we are happy to 
welcome him on 
board as Target’s new 
river correspondent.  
 
Ahoy all, and welcome to 
my new column It’s River 
Time.  
  Well, first of all, a great big ‘thank 
you’ to Cindy and Dominic for their 
four years writing River News and, 
previous to that, Peter Osbourne and 
his Marina Life. 
  I feel that I have a big job to fill 
those boots, especially Peter’s as he 
had very big feet (that was probably 
an original Peter joke). 
  When you enter the Bourne End 
Marina you will see a little boat 
‘Peter’ with flowers in it, which is a 
lovely tribute to him by the marina.  
 
The river finally came off the Environment 
Agency  ‘Red Boards’ in mid March  (Red 
Board means the agency advises users of all 
boats not to go out on the river as the strong 
flows make it difficult and dangerous to 
navigate).  
  If I or any other boat owner were to operate 
on the river during this alert, we would not 
have any insurance, as the Environment Agency 
is a Government Agency and therefore their 
advice is always correct. That’s how the 
insurers view it anyway.  
  This point is regularly vigorously debated 
every year within various river forums.   
  The river tends to be in this flooded state 
during the winter months; I spend a little bit of 
time maintaining the boat, but I am mainly at 
home studying and willing the forecast not to 
have rain in it.  
  This length of time at home seems to have 
created a lovely bond between me and Lady 
Beaky, so when the weather clears she 
immediately encourages me to spend as much 
of my time as I can on the boat and is happy 
for me to spend all of my time onboad. I am 
truly blessed to have such support as that. 
 
Lots starting to go on at the marina. Much 
time is spent during the winter months just 
keeping the marina clear from jetsam and 
flotsam which includes large numbers of trees 
and branches.  
  Ropes have to be constantly adjusted due to 
the varying heights of the river which can be 
an additional 1.5 meters in height.   

  Boats are now being lifted 
by the crane to be painted, 
polished, serviced, surveyed 
or sold and transported away. 
So it’s a very busy time for 
the boys there, along with 
Hutchins marine.     
  The Bounty has made 
improvements to the play 
area in the garden with more 
slides and climbing bits. I was 
offered the chance to try 
them out, but declined as I 
do not have the time to 
spend in A&E.  
  The Bounty is now open 7 

days a week and will shortly be opening their 
outside bar.  
  El Cerdo seem to be getting busier and is 
now established with a great reputation for 
their tapas and drinks. They are open from 
Wednesday through to Sunday. We are blessed 
by having some great places for food and drink 
in the village.  
 
The local school rowers are now up and down 
the reach from Marlow again and it is great 
that most are continuing to not race through 
the marina.  
  The marina moorings are very tight and to 
get out of your mooring into the mainstream 
is difficult. It’s not easy to see oncoming traffic, 

so when you enter the channel there is an 
increased risk of collision if there are fast 
moving craft going by. So thank you school 
rowers for making it a little bit safer for all.  
 
We are now beginning to get flurries of hire 

It’s River Time
By Andy Annable

It’s River Time
craft, the very large ones — 45 feet plus —
along with the local smaller ones. Please note 
that no previous knowledge of boating is 
required to hire these, although the hirers 
inform me that their customers are given 
instructions, apparently.   
  In fairness there are some experienced 
boaters among them. I have to treat them all 
the same and know that they will try and 
collide with me and anybody else, but the 
excitement for us is that we just don’t know 
when and how they will try to do it.  
 
Local wildlife has now come out of winter 
survival mode and is concentrating on another 
stage of life which results in seeing the next 

generation emerging. It makes me 
chuckle when I hear how some 
parents try to explain what is going on 
to their young ones.  
  At Dinnies Riverside, the little park 
next to the marina, I watch people 
coming down to feed the ducks and 
swans. That is terrific, but please bear 
in mind that bread also is eaten by 
other birds, predominately gulls.  
  At this time of year the heron gulls 
also tuck into the young chicks, I am 
writing this in mid April and have just 
watched an entire brood of ducklings 
disappear in one day. The gulls take the 
ducklings, sometimes mid-flight.  

  The red kites have a go at the gulls to make 
them drop their prey and the kites have them 
instead. This time of the year can be brutal. 
  If you can please feed the ducks and swans 
with proper swan and duck food it helps as 
the seagulls are less interested in this and 
fewer gulls around means fewer cheesey chips 
going missing as well.  
 
Having operated on this part of the river for 
the past three years I can honestly say that our 
stretch is probably the most panoramic and 
varied stretch of the River Thames. 
  Back in the 1930s It was the place to holiday, 
the river here is steeped in history which I 
hope to highlight in future articles. 

  With the summer months coming up we 
have paddleboarders, sailing boats, 
canoeists, motorboaters, hire boaters, 
swimmers and, alongside the river, Thames 

Path hikers, dog 
walkers, joggers, 
cyclists and 
sponsored 
marathon runners, 
fisherpersons etc 
etc. What could 
possibly go wrong?  
  Be safe and make 
sure that it doesn’t 
go wrong for you.   
  See you all out 
and about on the 
river and give us a 
wave!  
 

 
 23Find out more about Captain Beaky at www.harbourtours.co.uk



For Hire - Two Halls 
& kitchen facilities 

Ideal for children’s parties; aerobics;  
dancing; ballet classes; meetings, etc. 

Contact Ann 01628 526865  
or Muriel 01628 523622  

Ample parking @ Cores End Church

S h a u n  G u a r d

TV AERIAL & 
WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - su��lied & re��ired �lso �oor re�e�tion sol�ed

■ Satellite - ��y � dish u�gr�des� dis�reet dish inst�ll�tion

■ Internet - bl���s�ots �ured� intern�l & e�tern�l d�t� 
��bles in your home & outbuildings

■ TVs - hung on your ��ll or set u� & tuned
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Appointments and  
walk-in service

Tel:el:  077  07761 69603461 696034
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Bourne End & Cookham Probus Club 
By Bill Leftwich 
Ours is a club for retired businessmen and we 
meet for lunch every third Wednesday with an 
invited speaker. 
  In March the club decided to hold a ‘Million 
Dollar Quiz’ for members giving them individually 
the opportunity to win a million.  
  Our chairman,Trevor Jones, donned in a black 
academic gown as the Quizmaster, explained 
the format and then divided members into four 
eminent teams - Eton, Westminster, Winchester 
and Harrow. Each team was given a 40 question, 
multiple-choice, quiz sheet using many 
photographs and given a one minute thinking 
time on each question. 
 Following a great deal of hilarity and banter the 
Harrow team was declared the winner and each 
player in the team was awarded a National 
Lottery ticket giving them the opportunity to win a 
major prize. The runners up were given one 
ticket per table. This was hugely enjoyed by all 
present but, unfortunately, to date we have had 
no reports of outrageous celebrations in the 
locale. 
  In April our chairman invited an old friend, Mel 
Holley, to give a talk on ‘ Rail – how on earth 
does it all work?’.  
  Mel, with his long experience with trains, initially 
took members back to 1948 when the 
government decided to nationalise the big four 
railways (The British Transport Commission), 55 
other railways,19 canal companies, 246 hauliers, 
London Transport, 877,000 staff and 52,000 
miles of track…phew.  
  Not surprisingly, by 1955 this was found to be 
too large and was then split into five regions, 
with a decision to invest heavily, eliminate steam 
trains and eliminate the deficit.  
  Unfortunately the ASLEF union went on strike 
and scuppered most of this. 
  Mel then took us on a merry-go-round of facts, 
plans and counter-plans that have occurred over 
the past 40-50 years.  
  More than 75 years of history of industrial 
decline and a legacy of changing governments, 
policies and funding was wrapped up in an 
excellent talk with superb visuals to an audience 
that had lived through all these successes and 
failures and who really showed their appreciation 
to the speaker. 
  If you would like to join our excellent, friendly 
club please contact Roger Gould on 01628 
524122 
 
Ladies Probus Group 
By Helen Heard 
(including Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bourne 
End) 
A last minute speaker change allowed us the 
privilege of welcoming a Young Enterprise 
Group, from Piper’s Corner School sixth form to 
present their business model ‘Afternoon Seed’. 
  They spoke knowledgeably and articulately 
about their project regarding sustainability and 
environmental adherence, even down to the non-
toxic glue to protect the birds when pecking from 
the birdfeeders they had made from recycled 
vintage china. How delightful to support the 
businesswomen of the future. 
  We look forward to our summer lunch in June 
and the story of The Concordia in July. As always 
we try to deliver a varied and interesting 
programme. 
  We are a small, diverse group of like-minded 

women, who enjoy the fellowship of a tasty lunch, 
good conversation and interesting speakers.  
  We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 
The Pines Hotel in Burnham from midday to 3pm 
and on the third Tuesday at 11am for coffee which 
has moved back to The King’s Arms on Cookham 
High Street following closure of The Feathers.  
If you would like to know more or think you would 
like to join us for a coffee or lunch, please contact 
Helen Heard (chairman) on 07789 504267. 
 
Bourne End WI 
Carolyn Judge 
Our year starts in April when a new programme of 
meetings and talks is issued. We try to balance 
interesting speakers together with time to chat and 
get to know fellow members. The success of our 
sub-groups show the camaraderie and friendships 
which have been formed. 
  Our April meeting began with members enjoying 
Easter treats prepared by our catering team; they 
always come up trumps by tempting us with 
something inviting to eat.   
  Keeping to the theme of food, our thoughts turned 
to those less fortunate when Helen Foster, from 
One Can Trust, told us not only of the challenges 
the charity face, but the progress they have made 
since her last visit.   
  A Community Support Team has been formed and 
they now run toddler groups twice a week in High 
Wycombe, a free lunch in Micklefield once a week 
as well as a children’s clothes bank. School 
uniforms are also provided twice a year for those in 
need.  
  Our members had brought along donations for the 
food bank and it was heartening to see the quantity 
and selection provided. 
  In May, one of our members, Ruth Walne, gave a 
talk on Mercy Ships.  Ruth has been a volunteer 
nurse on Mercy Ships many times over the last few 
years.  
  This time she told of us of her recent trip to Sierra 
Leone, where some wonderful work had been 
carried out, often under very difficult circumstances.  
  Ruth is also a member of Flackwell Heath WI and I 
am sure they are as proud of her as we are, as 
Ruth has been awarded a BEM for her work with 
Mercy Ships.   

  No doubt we will be asking her to speak to us 
again, to tell us all about the day she actually 
receives her very well deserved award. 
  If you feel you would like to know more about us, 
please email bourneendwi@yahoo.com 
 
Little Marlow & Well End WI 
By Veronica Kay 
Members were in good spirits at the April meeting 
due the sudden change in weather. The beautiful 
sunshine was in its glory. 
  The speaker, David Bevan, a physiotherapist at 
The Bisham Abbey Clinic, explained that he 
specialised in the treatment of osteoarthritis in the 
lower body and reassured members that surgery 
can often be avoided with appropriate therapy and 
life-style changes, such as weight loss and regular 
exercise.  
  Members have been given a guided tour of St 
Peter's Catholic Church, both the Pugin Church and 
the modern church, by Deacon Kevin. He pointed 
out that the original Marlow High Street was St Peter 
Street, aptly named 'Duck Lane,' leading into the 
river, where they ducked the witches. 
  Pauline Clitheroe welcomed members to Little 
Marlow & Well End's 66th Birthday meeting in May. 
Appropriately, the celebration had a 60s theme.  
  The pavilion was decorated with original posters 
from concerts performed by a number of 1960s 
icons; Gene Pitney, Billy Fury, Dave Berry, Wayne 
Fontana and the Stylistics.  
  Pauline Clitheroe completed her nostalgic journey 
by sharing her memories of the Diana Ross 
concerts she had attended. Kate Bradford organised 
a 1960s quiz and invited members to share their 
memories of that decade.  
  Various fashion items from the era were displayed 
and Mary Simmons showed her cricket bat and 
blazer from the English cricket team's tour of South 
Africa.  
  Kate concluded the quiz with some interesting 
facts about the various artists, films and shows 
which appeared in the answers to the quiz. She was 
thanked for providing such an entertaining activity 
and was presented with a bouquet of flowers.  
  The president closed the meeting with an address 
that the then president, Judy Wilson, gave when the 
Institute celebrated its 50th Birthday in 2010. 
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Quality hairdressing in the 
comfort of your own home.

Experienced, fully qualified and friendly  
mobile hairdresser covering Marlow and  
the surrounding area.

Toni & Guy trained hairdresser with 30+ years experience  
in the professional hair industry. Using the latest salon 
products and techniques for cut, trim and style.

Call to book an appointment.
10% OFF your first visit.

T: 07845 901395
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Simon Battle 
REGISTERED PLUMBER 

GAS SAFE HEATING ENGINEER 
Over 30 years experience 

Tel:07912 383377 
sbattle474@gmail.com  
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Paddlers will be August 
Bank Holiday river highlight 

Once again the paddlers from Mankind Barbers will 
be taking to the river over the August Bank Holiday 
from 29 to 31 August.  
  They will start from Shillingford Bridge and work 
their way down the River Thames over the three 
days, finishing at the Bounty around lunchtime where 
Damian and his crew will welcome them. Once again 
their band W3G will be performing to celebrate their 
return.  
  So far Gillian, Chris and Chris with Jamie and 
Taylor are committed to the challenge and they’d 
welcome any new paddlers to register via their 
website thebigpaddle.uk where they can find more 
information.  
  It’s a fabulous way to see more of the River 
Thames and overnight accommodation is part of the 
package. If you enjoy paddling and like a challenge 

why not find out more and consider joining them. 
  So far the paddlers have raised close to £10,000 
for Breast Cancer Now in memory of a Mankind 
barber who died of breast cancer leaving a young 
family.  
  The Big Paddle will feature in Mankind’s window 
through the summer with teeshirts, hoodies and 
updates to promote their fundraising. Gillian hopes 
for the support of local businesses with donations of 
items for their raffle or the auction. Just call into 
Mankind with donations and they will be gratefully 
received. Every donation helps to make the event 
finish on a high note. 
  Gillian Yuill would like to thank the quizzers at 
Bourne End Library for raising £245 towards the 
running of The Big Paddle. “It is much appreciated 
and I hope they enjoyed the cakes,” she told them.

The end of The Big Paddle last year

Cancer CONNECT is a warm, nonclinical 
community for anyone affected by cancer — 
patients, carers and families. 
  We offer relaxed coffee and chat sessions 
where people can connect, listen, share (if they 
wish), and be gently signposted to local 
support — through and beyond a cancer. 
  There’s no pressure to talk. Just come as you 
are. 
  Founded in March 2026, the group aims to 
ensure no one feels alone, providing a safe 
environment to talk, listen, and connect. 
  The team combines professional experience 
with personal insight. There is Katy Adams, 
who began in clinical research, retrained as an 
acupuncturist and now supports cancer 
patients with both treatment and emotional 
care, Sarah Ralphson  who also worked in 

clinical research in cancer and now serves as a 
trustee for a cancer charity, and Carolyn 
Davenport, diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2018, she brings a deeply personal 
understanding of how overwhelming a diagnosis 
can feel. 
  The first meeting, held at Flowerland, 
welcomed nearly 20 attendees and was a great 
success.  
  Together, the team is passionate about 
creating a supportive community where anyone 
affected by cancer feels heard and understood.  
Next meetings: The Café, Flowerland, 
Bourne End, between 10.30am and 12.30pm 
June 19 and July 17.  
 
Pictured are the Cancer CONNECT team  
(l to r) Katy, Sarah and Carolyn

MEETING IN 
BOURNE END
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simon@leywoodestates.co.uk
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Target’s editor was delighted to receive a letter 
from 88 year old Janet Creese who lives on the 
Moray coast of NE Scotland (pictured), but spent 
her childhood as Janet Muir in Bourne End. Here 
she shares some very clear memories of her 
early years here...  
Bourne End in the 1940s when I was a child... what 
a different world it was then. I lived at Deesden, in 
New Road. We rented the spacious bungalow and 
there was a veranda out the back that looked over a 
large garden.  
  Deesden was so called as it had belonged to Mr 
Drewitt, the local headmaster. He had two children 
David and Delia hence the D‘s den.  
  The Drewitts had obviously been very keen 
gardeners. There was a lovely sunken area with 
steps down to it and a pond. It was one of my 
favourite places as a child as it was full of wildlife. I 
used to watch dragonflies emerging and clinging to 
the water lily stems and there were tadpoles and 
frogs.  
  The veranda looked across a lawn bordered by 
shrubs that had very tall lilac, forsythia, bamboos 
and philadelphus… there was always something in 
bloom. There was a path through this shrubbery to 
the vegetable garden which was huge. Although my 
mother was a keen gardener it was too much for her 
so the children got one side to ‘play’ on. We also 
had apple trees and kept chickens.  
  My father was working in Croydon designing 
papermaking machinery. He 
came home most 
weekends. 
  My brother John was four 
years older than me and 
had three friends, all called 
John too, and they played 
cowboys and Indians with 
arrows cut from the huge 
clump of bamboo. One of 
the Johns was once rushed 
off to casualty with a 
bamboo arrow in his cheek.  
  Occasionally I was allowed 
to participate, but usually as 
a prisoner or hostage. The 
boys all had comics each 
week and got ideas from 
them and they were also 
Cubs and went on to Scouts 

so they were good at tying knots and making fires.  
  One day I remember the four Johns were going off 
to the woods. “Let me come, let me come, please,” I 
begged. “No, you can’t. You’re too little.” So, they 
staked me out on the side lawn with string around 
my wrists and stakes banged into the ground. It was 
a really hot day and they said the sun would burn 
me up to a blackened skeleton and that ants would 
come and eat me alive. And off they went. Luckily 
my mother heard my shouting and she rescued me.    
  Nowadays children can’t go off on their own and 
their entertainment seems to be visits to theme 
parks. Paid-for visits were few and far between 
when I was a child. We made our own 
entertainment and went off in big groups with little 
brothers and sisters often in tow. They say it takes a 
whole village to raise a child and I really felt like 
that. If we were scrumping apples someone’s head 
would pop up: “Clear off you lot or I’ll tell your dad”. 
Or the more ominous: “I’ll tell the Bobby on you”.  
  None of our adventures were malicious though, we 
were scrumping an apple because we were thirsty. 
Just one each. We would walk for miles.  
  When I was a child the large council estate in 
Bourne End was an enormous field. Each year there 
would be either a haystack or a very big straw rick in 
a little dent in the field halfway up. 
  When the farmer opened the haystack to get the 
straw to bed down cows, we would climb up the 
sides and one of the 
boys would open a 
couple of bales of 
straw to strew below 
in a big heap so we 
could jump down into 
a bed of soft straw. It 
never occurred to us 
that it was a nuisance 
to the farmer. 
  I remember Arthur 
Jameson building the 
Chalklands estate. He 
lived in one of the 
houses and his only 
daughter Anthea was 
my best friend at 
school. Above that was Clifford‘s Orchard which was 
the next estate to be built (private houses too). 
Some properties had apple trees from the orchard 
left in their gardens.  
  When I was 17 my father bought a new house in 
Goddington Road as did Mr Wakeman (I can’t think 
of his first name). Mr Wakeman was a Londoner, but 
came down by coach on Sundays to fish in the 
stretch of the river from Bourne End to Little Marlow. 
He called his house The Pikes and had a sign on 
his house with the name and a picture of a pike. 

  Mr Wakeman was very 
community spirited and did lots to 
get the Bourne End Community 
Centre up and running. He is 
commemorated with Wakeman 
Road. 
  When I was very little all the flat 
water meadows by the River 
Thames had been filled with old 
cars scattered about and tree 
trunks driven into the ground to 
stop enemy aircraft landing. They 
were there for a long time.  
  There were ferries across the 
river in various places. A big ferry 
plied its way backwards and 
forwards across the river by 
Townsend‘s Boathouse. It was flat 
bottomed and quite spacious and 
with seats around the edges, it 

Memories of 
Bourne End

was ferried across by an old man called Rob with a 
huge punt pole about 10 feet long. He seemed to do 
it very easily. There was always cargo for the Quarry 
Hotel. 
  On the other side of the river was a little green 
kiosk that sold ice cream in summer and just along to 
the right from the ice cream was a little sandy area 
where folk went to swim called ‘The Flam’ – the 
nearest thing to a beach.  
  Not only did we learn to swim there, but cattle that 
were in the big field behind would come to the river 
to drink along with some half wild horses that grazed 
there.  
  My brother and his friends used to try and catch a 
pony by its mane and get on its back. They also 
pretended to drive all the old cars abandoned there 
and collected car mascots and other memorabilia. 
  When John was about 12 and I was about eight, my 
mother gave my brother, and the three other Johns, 
money for the ferry for us all. They had other plans. 
We got down to the river and they all had their 
bathing costumes on underneath as they were going 
to swim across. So, they loaded me up with all their 
clothes and I crossed on the ferry. They planned to 
buy ice creams from the kiosk and, for carrying their 
clothes, I could have a lick of everyone’s ice cream.  
  My brother came ashore stumbling through reeds 
with eyes like gobstoppers and breathing hard. 
“What’s the matter with you?” I asked. He said he’d 
dived in and come face-to-face with a dead sheep 
and it had put him off his stroke a bit. Apart from a 
dead sheep, the river seemed much cleaner than it is 
nowadays. I was allowed a lick of everyone’s ice 
cream. 
  Bourne End was full of American soldiers and they 
were very kind to children. They whizzed around in 
their jeeps and the boys used to shout at them “got 
any gum chum?” and they’d throw out chewing gum 
packets and Tootsie rolls and other sweets. My 
mother said we mustn’t do that as it was like 
begging, but everything was rationed and sweets 
were few and far between.  
  I remember going with my brother and the three 
Johns to watch American soldiers making a 
temporary bridge across the River Thames, just 
beyond Spade Oak, in training for building another 
bridge abroad. I got a bit bored and wandered up to 
where some German prisoners were on a farm 
behind wire fences.  
  I had my favourite German. He was young and 
handsome and he showed me a picture of his two 
children. One looked like me. I always sought out my 
German man. He was my secret. He carved me a 
snake out of a piece of wood; it moved when you 
held it by the head. I had to tell my mother about him 
when he gave me the snake, so she went to meet 
him. Like me, she felt it was sad he was away from 
his children. I think the farmer was kind to them. 
  School was great. My first teacher, Miss Dodd,  
always wore a white silk blouse and had a brooch 
which was like an aeroplane wings with some writing 
on it. Now I realise it would probably have been from 
the First World War when pilots gave these brooches 
to their sweethearts they left behind. She didn’t 
marry, but she was much loved by us all. 
  When my mother came to collect me one day she 
asked my mother if I could help clean out the book 
cupboard after school the next day. She said yes.  
The cupboard was full of really old ‘primers’ that 
must’ve been used in the 1900s and also lots of 
Cicely Mary Barker‘s Flower Fairy books. We did our 
cleaning and I was given a big bag of books to take 
home which seemed very special. I still have the 
Flower Fairy books she gave me as a little girl of four 
and a half. 
  I have very happy memories of Bourne End. I 
wonder if anyone there remembers me? 
  
 
 

Janet with her mum, Mildred, and 
brother John



a decision whether to continue with the later start. 
   Our Messy Church which takes place on each 
second Sunday. The next one is June 14 in the hall 
next door to St Paul’s. Kids and adults alike will find 
some fun arts and crafts to do around a theme, as 
well as an interactive Bible story, or just read a 
newspaper and enjoy the breakfast baps/pastries, 
coffee or tea, and conversation. 
  Forest Church will take place on Saturday June 20 
in the late afternoon or early evening. Please check 
‘Wooburn Forest Church’ on Facebook for specifics.  
  The Teddy Bear Parachute event is back on this 
year. Come join us with your favourite cuddly toy for 
an afternoon of fun. The Teddys get to climb the bell 
tower and ‘parachute’ down to the garden behind the 
hall. 
  Our wonderful Holy Bakers put on an amazing 
spread that you can take home with you at the 
Bourne End Community Market each month and this 
year also at the Wooburn Fete on June 20. And as 
usual, we will open the church for a cool (or dry) 
place to sit, or to sit in the shade, for our weekly 
Church Open Afternoon Teas, starting 19 July 
through to September 6.  
 
St Dunstan’s Church, Bourne End 
We celebrated the Feast of Saint Dunstan's in May 
with a light finger lunch after the 10am Mass which 
was a lively and vibrant affair attended by many 
parishioners and their 
families.  
  The day coincided with 
our children celebrating 
their First Holy 
Communion as well, so 
it was a double 
celebration with lots of 
cake and festivities.  
  The timing for the celebrations was perfect as 
building works to restore the hall had just been 
completed.  
  In June we celebrate the confirmation of our young 
adults which is a joyous occasion after their six 
months of preparation. For information or to see 
what is happening at St Dunstan's, see the weekly 
newsletter at the parish or the website: 
saintdunstans.co.uk 
 
St Nicholas’ Church, Hedsor 
Hedsor Fair time once again. On Saturday June 27 
and by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Callingham, 
their garden will be hosting Hedsor Fair at Orchard 
Dene, Riversdale, Bourne End, The fair starts at 
midday and finishes at 
4.30pm.   
  There will be all the usual 
attractions of boat rides, 
barbecue, strawberry teas, 
great raffle prizes and lots of 
stalls and games to attract 
young and old, and this year 
we will have the added 
attraction of a Dixieland Jazz Band.   
  Our weekly Sunday service at 9am is always 
followed by coffee in the church and we welcome 
visitors to join us.   
  For details and information and help on weddings, 
baptisms and funerals, contact our churchwarden, 
Maura Carr, 01628 530181. 
mauracarr300@gmail.com For details of our 
activities visit stnicholaschurch.online and 
achurchnearyou.com  See also our Facebook page. 
 
Bourne End Quaker Meeting 
A Quaker Meeting for Worship takes place in the 
Target Room at the community centre at 10am on 
the first Monday of every month. Everyone is 
welcome; we stay seated in shared silence until 
about 10.40am. Anyone present may share their 
thoughts during this period of worship, as in any 
Quaker meeting. We chat briefly over tea and coffee 
after the meeting. For more information please visit 
www.caqm.org.uk 
 

St Mark's Church, Bourne End 
Over Easter we held our Easter Eggstravagansa 
with many young families joining us on Good Friday. 
We created gardens, made cards and had an 
Easter Egg hunt. 
  St Mark's has launched a roof campaign as part of 
the recent 
revitalisation of the 
church to make 
urgent repairs to 
protect the building 
and its heritage.  
  We are launching 
a community wide 
appeal to raise £40,000 to ensure the church 
remains safe, dry, and welcoming for generations to 
come. 
  In the last two years, the church has seen real 
investment in new leaders, improvements to the 
church hall and new children’s groups starting up. 
This vital work will provide us with a firm foundation 
and a stronger future. You can support this 
campaign at: www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/stmarksroof 
 
Cores End United Reformed Church 
The last Link Up 
meeting in April was 
the club’s regular 
spring outing to Toad 
Hall Garden Centre in 
Henley. The main 
reason for our visit at 
this particular time each year is to celebrate one of 
our member’s birthdays. Dorothy Taylor has been 
coming to Link Up regularly for more than 26 years 
and this year she was celebrating her 104th 
birthday.  
  Beryl Britt (pictured left here with Dorothy) had 
organised a special balloon, sash and sparkly table 
decoration and the staff made us all so welcome, 
making a great fuss of Dorothy and as we left 
Dorothy thanked everyone and called out ‘see you 
next year’. It was a memorable afternoon.  

  On Saturday June 20 we will be hosting a 
strawberry tea at 2pm. Everyone is welcome but it 
would be especially nice to see any folk who have 
loved ones buried in the churchyard. Both the 
churchyard and the Link Up garden are registered 
as part of the Quiet Garden movement.   
  These lovely spaces, and the meadow beyond the 
churchyard, are perfect for anyone to come and sit 
and reflect but the meadow also welcomes anyone 
who enjoys a bit of communal gardening to come 
and help general tidying, planting, watering or 
cutting back.   
  The meadow was gifted to the church many years 
ago by a church member, but is no longer required 
for burials and so when the company, who are 
currently applying to develop Hollands Farm, 
approached us proposing to purchase the land  we 
rejected their offer and decided to turn the area into 
a wild meadow and orchard.  
  Over time we have planted hedging around the 
outer border and numerous fruit trees (last year we 
had a good crop of apples, cherries and 
blackberries) and also some native trees.  
  We meet most Saturday mornings at 10am for 

OUR LOCAL CHURCHES  
KEEP IN TOUCH

about an hour or so and on the first Saturday of the 
month we have a regular work in. Do come and join 
us if you think this is something you would enjoy.  
  Our regular service is at 10.30am with communion 
on the first Sunday of the month.  
 
St John the Baptist, Little Marlow 
As summer begins we look forward to gathering 
together for music, celebration and moments of 
peace and reflection - all are very welcome. 
  Saturday June 6 we have Music in the Manor from 
5pm to 8pm. 
Spend a fun 
afternoon in the 
beautiful grounds 
of Little Marlow 
Manor. We will be 
entertained by All 
Saints’ Junior 
Choir, the Marlow Ukulele Group and Katy 
Kartwheel returns with her spectacular trapeze and 
circus workshops - perfect for all ages.  
  Bring a picnic and your friends. Tickets £12.50 
adults £2.50 children. For tickets and information 
contact Daphne Dru 07717441437 or email 
Daphne.Dru@4U-team.org proceeds to Wye Valley 
Volunteers and church funds. 
  Saturday June 20 and Sunday June 21 we have 
our Church Patronal Festival. The theme this year is 
The Healing Garden with artwork by Anna Payne, 
alongside flower displays, a reflective space, and 
prayers for healing offered on the hour. Open 
Saturday 11am to 5pm with art, flowers and 
activities for all. Sunday 11am Festival Service. 
Then the church opens again at 2pm to 5pm with 
flowers, activities, teas and cakes. Followed at 6pm 
by our Patronal Festival Evensong. A reflective and 
uplifting close to the festival weekend. 
  Saturday July 4 from 10.30am to 12.20pm we have 
a cafe in the churchyard. Coffee, cake and 
conversation. Drop in, bring a friend, bring your dog 
and enjoy a relaxing morning. 
  Sunday July 19 from 11am onwards it’s our Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic. Bring your teddy bear and join us for 
a relaxed and joyful all-age gathering especially for 
children baptised in recent years. We will share a 
simple service together, followed by a picnic, a 
lovely way to reconnect and celebrate. 
  Sunday July 19 at 6pm Hymns and Pimms 
Evensong. A much-loved summer tradition - do get 
in touch if you would like your favourite hymn to be 
sung (and tell us why) and we will try to include it. 
  The service will be followed by a glass of Pimms 
and nibbles and good company. More details: 
https://bit.ly/HymnsPimms26 
  For more information on our regular services and 
forthcoming events go to https://bit.ly/LM-cal 
Contacts: Rev Fiona Ellingham 01628 482663 
Fiona.ellingham@4u-team.org 
Peter Rodger 07985 619780 (churchwarden) 
 
St Paul’s with St Mary’s Church, Wooburn 
We are all taking a deep breath and enjoying the 
spring.  
  Please consult our website 
(stpaulswooburn.org) and our 
Facebook page (St. Paul's 
with St. Mary's Church) for 
information about services 
and events, including Men’s 
Night at the Falcon, 
Community Breakfast, Coffee 
and Conversation mornings, Lunchtime Communion 
services on Fridays at St Mary’s, which include a 
jacket potato lunch, and  Forest Church. Please join 
us for any and all activities. We enjoy creating 
opportunities for community to happen. 
  We have made the decision to move our Sunday 
services one half hour later. This affects both the 
main service (including Messy Church), which will 
now start at 10am and the BCC service, which will 
now start at 8:30am. We will be doing this on a trial 
basis for six months, then we will assess and make 
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Little Marlow  
Parish Council 

By Cllr Kath Acres
On May 8 Little Marlow Parish Council held its 
Annual Parish Meeting at Abbotsbrook Hall. We 
reported on our activities over the previous year 
and it made me reflect on how many small (and 
not so small) activities our ‘lowest tier of 
government’ gets involved with and how they all 
add up to make a big impact on our community. 
  The longstanding contribution that our meeting 
spaces (at Abbotsbrook Hall and at Little Marlow 
Pavilion) make as a hub of the local community 
over decades is often underestimated.  
  Bourne End Bridge Club started playing in 
1977 and Abbotsbrook Bridge Club has been 
going since the early 1990s.   
  Abbotsbrook Pre-school started in 1994 (with a 
play group before that) and Little Marlow Pre-
school began in 1980.  
  If you remember jumble sales the last recorded 
one I could find was in 1986 (held by a local WI) 
and in 1991 an Opalin Sky Blue hen was voted 
best in the Bucks and Berks Budgie Association 
Annual Show held at Abbotsbrook Hall. 
  Mercifully ‘Work That Body’ in 1987 has now 
been superceded by Pilates, Yoga and Martial 
Arts.  
  The Coldmoorholme Lane Residents 
Association has held annual meetings at 
Abbotsbrook since it started 56 years ago. And 
of course our meeting spaces have hosted 
many and varied family gatherings to celebrate 
family milestones across the years. 
  At our Annual Parish Meeting this year we 
thanked and said goodbye to Mrs Christine 

Samuels who retired as Abbotsbrook Hall 
Bookings co-ordinator after more than 40 years’ 
service.  
  The fact that we have achieved so many 
repeat bookings at Abbotsbrook Hall over so 
many years is down to Christine’s (helped by 
her husband Peter) attention to detail and 
friendly help to hirers (see photo).  
  Nobody has any recollection of anything ever 
going wrong and we wish Christine a happy 
retirement. 
 
The 46th recipient of the Geoffrey Moss 
Memorial Rose Bowl this month (for services to 
our community) was Little Marlow resident 
Richard Sherwin in recognition of the huge 
contribution he made to Save Marlow’s 
Greenbelt campaign against granting planning 
permission for Marlow Film Studios.  
  Now that planning permission has been 
granted we are liaising with the Film Studio 
company to ensure that residents are kept fully 
informed of construction activities (that currently 
consist of site investigations). 
 
We are responsible for six dog bins around the 
parish (although the one on Spade Oak Wharf is 
maintained by Bucks Council).  
  Most of the time (as long as the sun is not out) 
these work well ,but we continue to have to pay 
to clear fly tipping produced by people leaving 
poo bags and other litter by some bins.  
  Recently I was astonished to receive an email 
of complaint blaming ‘the council’ for not getting 
the mess cleared on a bank holiday – no 
reference at all was made to the people who 
created the mess in the first place. 
  Work on digitising the plan of Fern Lane 

Cemetery, so that searchable historical records 
are accessible for all, continues and we are now 
at the checking stage. So the end is in sight. 
  The updated hall bookings calendar on our 
website (under facilities) means that you can 
see when we have availability at both 
Abbotsbrook Hall and at the Pavilion for 2026. 
  We are planning to undertake long-needed 
maintenance works to Abbotsbrook Hall as soon 
as we can.  
  They are both lovely halls suitable for a variety 
of uses and we are always happy to show 
prospective hirers around.  
 
All council meetings are open to the public and it 
would be lovely to see you there and to hear 
your views. Details of times and dates of all 
meetings are on our website.  
 

Cllr Kath Acres,chairman 
www.littlemarlow-pc.gov.uk   
clerk@littlemarlow-pc.gov.uk 
Little Marlow Parish Council, The Pavilion, 
Church Road, Little Marlow, SL7 3RS 
Tel: 01628 890301   Mob: 07377 424998
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Call it kismet or coincidence, but this 
archive story from 30 years ago suddenly 
had a 2026 connection. Then looking 
through old copies of Target that issue 
from 1996 was top of the pile. Take a look at 
the pictures from that issue, read the story 
and get up to date. 
 
Back in 1996 Target was invited to be part of a BBC 
programme called ‘Bridging the Gap’. Target editor, 
Doug Ginger, was sent up to The Sun newspaper to 
work on their showbiz desk and write up a story 
about a pop awards ceremony. On his own 
admission he had no idea about pop music, but he 
was reassured by a lovely young journalist that all 
would be fine. 
  Back in Bourne End we were to receive help from 
a Sun journalist, and a full BBC recording team, to 
cover some stories within the community.  
  The journalist was called Dominic Mohan and he 
landed on my doorstep and the team took over my 
home for the day. Dominic was great fun and had 
lots of stories to tell about the world of showbiz and 
celebrities. He went to a meeting of the Chiltern & 
Castle Townswomens Guild and it was filmed for the 

programme. He then went on to interview the only 
girl on a Wycombe Wanderers football course and 
ended up at Glory Mill to talk about the proposals to 
demolish the mill, including the familiar chimney. 
  He wrote up the football story – which was very 
Sun style and different from Target style – left me to 
do the other stories and departed. (see pictures 
below left). 
 
In the meantime, Dominic continued his journalistic 
career and was appointed deputy editor of The Sun 
in 2007 and was named as Rebeka Brook’s 
replacement as Editor in 2009.   
  He launched The Sun on Sunday in February 
2012, becoming the paper’s first seven-day editor. 
  Dominic conceived the idea of re-recording Band 
Aid's ‘Do they know it’s Christmas’ for which The 
Sun received a major award.  
  He has also worked as a broadcaster and for his 
interview with The Who’s Roger Daltrey he received 
another award. In June 2013, Dominic Mohan left 
The Sun to work as a consultant and he is now the 
founder and CEO of his own media consultancy 
Dominic Mohan Media, specialising in 
communications, public relations, crisis 
management and content creation.  

  Then in 2026, and here comes the 
coincidence, Harper Collins announced the 
publication of Dominic Mohan's memoir titled 

1996: My Backstage 
Pass To The Wildest 
Year Of Britain's 
Wildest Decade. And 
The City Of London 
unveiled an exhibition 
at The Barbican's 
Music Library curated 
by Dominic Mohan, 
namely 1996: A 
Celebration Of The 
Wildest Year Of 
Britain's Wildest Decade - 30 Years On featuring 
original outfits worn by the Spice Girls, Euro 96, 
unseen Oasis and Britpop memorabilia, as well as 
personal items from the archives of DJs and 
producers. 
  In his own words it takes us back to 1996 when 
‘London felt like the centre of the world. It puts the 
spotlight on music, dance culture, art, fashion, 
sport, and politics in an era-defining year. Oasis 
rocked Maine Road and Knebworth, The Spice Girls 
were born and scored three number ones, including 
a global hit with their debut single, Wannabe. The 
Sex Pistols got back together and Jarvis Cocker’s 
infamous stage crash at the BRIT Awards got him 
arrested, while his group, Pulp, was riding high in 
the charts with Blur and Suede.  
  ‘Trainspotting became the cult phenomenon of the 
decade, turning Irvine Welsh’s novel into a break-
out film, and Young British Artists, Tracey Emin and 
Damien Hirst, had emerged as two of the most 
provocative voices in British art. In football, as 
Three Lions echoed from the terraces and across 
the country, England was inches away from 
triumphing in Euro ’96 at Wembley.’ 
  Dominic Mohan was there: “With a backstage pass 
in my pocket to some of the biggest events, 1996 
was the wildest year of Britain’s wildest decade and 
I had a front row seat, chronicling it all and Britain 
became the coolest place on the planet.  
  “I’ve hoped to capture that magical period when 
pop, rock, football, art, dance culture, food, the 
media, and politics fused together spectacularly. If 
you were there, this exhibition will feel like you’re 
coming home... and if you weren’t there, you’ll 
definitely wish that you had been!” 
 

            Target has a copy of 
Dominic’s book to give 
away to the reader 
who submits to the 
“best memory of 
1996.” 
  Send your entries to 
editor@ 
targetmagazine.org.uk 
by the end of June, 
with your name and 
address. 
  The winner, and 
possibly other 
selected entries, will  
appear in the 
August/September 
issue of Target. 
  
 
 

 

Past Times
                                                            Edited by Barrie Penfold



33Please call into the centre and pay £1 for your copy of Target

Meet at 
Hedsor 

Fair 
 
A note for your 
diary; Hedsor 
Fair falls this year 
on Saturday, 
June 27.   
  By kind 
invitation of Mr 
and Mrs 
Callingham, the main fundraising 
event for St Nicholas Church (the 
one that looks down, over the 
River Thames, from its Hedsor  
hilltop) will be held in their delightful riverside garden at  
Orchard Dean, Riversdale. 
  With boat rides, barbecue, freshly picked strawberries with cream 
teas and exclusive home-made cakes, it’s no wonder this is a very 
popular local event.  
  The plant stall will allow every gardener to find planting bargains and 
the book stall always provides a great opportunity to get that holiday 
reading sorted. 
  The Eastside Rhythm Kings will be entertaining with Dixieland jazz; 
ideal for a summer’s afternoon relaxation by the river. 
  ‘Meet at Hedsor Fair’, Saturday June 27, midday to 4.30pm at 
Orchard Dean, Riversdale, Bourne End, SL8 5EB. 

No garden fete tea tent could exist without the 
hard working team of washer-uppers. Here  
Pat Parrousi, Valerie Field and Pam Cavendish 
keep good order.

TARGET

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH... TARGETTARGET  
SUMMER SUMMER   

STAMP OFFERSTAMP OFFER  
 

Following on from our hugely popular 
Target stamp offers last year, we have 

a limited number of  stamps, both 
pictorial and other, valid for overseas 
letters, on offer to readers at a special 

discount!  
Five stamps for just £10  

(that’s £2 each!) 
Cost at the post office  

£3.60 each  
These stamps can also be used for  

 1st class LARGE letter posting in the 
UK (costing £3.30 at the Post Office) or 

put towards other tariffs for  
parcels, etc. 

 
HOW TO GET YOUR STAMPS 

Buy your stamps at the community centre while stocks last (minimum 
purchase five stamps for £10). Pay by cash, card or a cheque to BEBCA  

(write Target stamps on the back of  your cheque) 



Send your club reports to editor@targetmagazine.org.uk

Marlow & District Railway Society 
In March we were transported to Wales when 
Christopher Jones took us on a journey from 
Shrewsbury to Llandovery on an almost forgotten 
railway line in the heart of dragon country.  
There were plenty of great Welsh station names for 
us to ponder, including Cynghordy and 
Llangammarch. It is clearly one of the great rail 
journeys that you can still travel. Christopher will be 
back next year to take us through to Swansea in part 
two. 
  Then, in April, Peter Robins took us much further 
afield, to the magical island of Cuba. Before the 
current US economic blockade really took hold,   
Cuba had a thriving sugar industry supported by an 
extensive rail network.  
  You will have heard of the old American cars that 
are over there; well, the goods trains bringing sugar 
cane in from the fields to the mills were hauled by 
equally ancient American steam locomotives - and 
Peter took some wonderful photos of them, many lit 
up by the warm Cuban sunshine. 
  Looking forward, we will be continuing our travels 
on June 18 when David Pinniger takes us to Ireland, 
and we learn about the little narrow gauge lines that 
once covered the Emerald Isle.  
  Then on July 16 Geoff Plumb returns to entertain us 
with ‘That Was The Year That Was’, this time 
focussing on 1972 with shots taken at home and 
abroad. 
  All meetings are at the community centre starting at 
7.30pm, and everyone is welcome, with non-
members paying just £3 on the door. Meanwhile 
there is plenty to see on our website so please take 
a look, www.mdrs.org.uk We look forward to seeing 
you. 
 
RNLI South Bucks & Thames  
The RNLI held its annual Branch Helpers meeting in 
April. The evening was attended by around 25 local 
supporters and volunteers of the branch. 
 The meeting was also attended by a team from the 
RNLI headquarters in Poole. 
  The branch announced on the night that Michael 
Prager, Branch Chairman for the last 13 years, is 
standing down. He has been replaced by Teresa St 
Catherine as the new chair  
(TeresaStCatherine@yahoo.com)  
  Linda Prager, branch media officer has been 
replaced by Anna James. Mary Oswald, who has 
done an amazing job having trained in excess of 
2,000 children in water safety, had also stood down 
and the branch is in the process of replacing her 
role. 

OUR GROUP MEMBERS 
 KEEP IN TOUCH

 
Bourne End Flower 
Arrangement 
Society 
Our May 
demonstration was 
all about baskets 
and Susan Tausig 
provided members 
with an entertaining 
evening with lots of 
laughs.  
  It featured baskets, 
but some of the 

designs were interesting and Susan produced some 
wonderful flower displays all linked together by her 
amusing commentary.  
  As always at our demonstrations lucky raffle winners 
take home the displays created during the evening. 
Tea/coffee is provided and there’s usually a sales 

34

table of flower arranging items. 
  Looking ahead on Tuesday June 2 we welcome 
local lady Erica Cunningham with her display called 
‘June is bursting out all over’ at 8pm in the 
community centre. Should be a lot of fun.  
  Then on Tuesday July 7 Diane Norman will present 
‘Ikebana from and English garden’. Diane is an 
award-winning Ikebana specialist with a wealth of 
knowledge.  
  Why not enjoy a wonderful evening, packed with 
flowers, for the visitor fee of £10. 
  There is no meeting in August. 
  For more information on the flower club contact 
Jenny Hardwick on 01628 526554 or email 
jennifermhardwick@gmail.com 
 
Bourne End (Bucks) Twinning Association  
We foster friendships between Bourne End area and 
Octeville-sur-mer, Normandy. New members are 
always welcome, French not needed.  
  On April 25, members met in the Target Room to 
enjoy several different kinds of biscuits, savoury or 
sweet, made from French recipes by members.  
  We also shared discoveries about famous French 
chefs, from Parmentier in the late 1700s, through 
the redoubtable Mères Lyonnaises; Bocuse, Michel 
Roux and Robuchon; right up to Laetitia Visse, who 
now runs a successful restaurant in Marseilles 
which champions a kinder culture in kitchens.  
  Don’t go there at the weekend though: it is closed 
so the staff can spend time with their families. 
  Friends from Octeville come to stay in our homes 
in June, so more about that next time. We hope to 
have a stall at the community market in July. 
  Contact: Wendy Langford (chairman) 
langfordw22@gmail.com 07428 004417. 
Membership £10pp, £20 family. L to r: Mary Oswald, water safety trainer, Michael 

Prager, chairman and Linda Prager, media officer
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CALENDAR OF VILLAGE EVENTS 
JUNE 
1 Mon Short Mat Bowls in the community centre 7.15pm – and every Monday and Tuesday (except first 

Tuesday of each month)  
2 Tues Bourne End Flower Arrangement Society welcomes Erica Cunningham with her display ‘June is 

bursting out all over’ at 8pm in the community centre. See page 34 
3 Wed Bourne End Community Association AGM at 7.30pm in the Eghams Room at the community centre. 

See page 6 
4 Thurs (and every Thursday) Fitsteps at the community centre 11.15am to midday  
4 Thurs Centre Bar Quiz at the community centre. Doors open at 7.30pm; please arrive by 7.45pm for 

an 8pm start. For more information call Diane on 07521 656413 
4 Thurs Every Thursday at the Black Lion in Well End, join regulars for a pub quiz. Fun starts at 8pm. Call 

01628 531612 to book a table 
5 Fri Bingo in the community centre. Every Friday. The fun starts at 1.30pm and 8pm 
6 Sat Wooburn Green Primary School Summer Fair midday to 4pm. See poster page 33 
6 Sat Repair Café (and then every first Saturday) at Flackwell Heath Community Centre 10am to midday. 

See poster page 6 
6 Sat Cocktails for 2, music from the 20s, 30s and 40s at 8pm. See poster page 4 
7 Sun Tea Dance at the community centre 2pm to 4.15pm. See poster page 5 
9 Tues Short Mat Bowls in the community centre 7.15pm – and every Monday and Tuesday (except first 

Tuesday of each month) 
11 Wed Official opening of stained glass window at the Childrens’ section with afternoon tea. An event by the 

Friends of Bourne End Library. See page 14 
11 Thurs Open Mic Night in the bar at Bourne End Community Centre 8pm to 10.30pm. See poster page 4 
11 Thurs The Hedsor Jazz Club, start time 8pm (until 10.30pm), admission £12 (cash only), The Hedsor 

Club, Hedsor Road, Bourne End ( held on the second and fourth Thursday each month) 
13 Sat Bourne End Community Market 10am to 2pm in and around the community centre. See ad page 31 
14 Sun St Paul’s Church Teddy Bear Parachute event from midday to 4pm. See church reports page 30 
14 Sun A social with a great mix of salsa, cha cha cha, Cuban and other Latin rhythms at the community 

centre, £12. Call 07595 397184 or 07956 122505 info@dance2salsa.co.uk www.dance2salsa.co.uk  
18 Thurs Line Dancing Night at the community centre from 7.30pm. See poster page 5 
19 Fri Cancer Connect meet-up at Flowerland café. See page 27 
19 Fri and 20 Sat Heath Singers at Christ Church, Chapel Road, Flackwell Heath. See poster page 34 
20 Sat Repair Café (and then every third Saturday) at Bourne End Community Centre 11am to 1pm. See 

poster page 6 
20 Sat Wooburn Summer Fete on The Green from midday to 5pm. See page 7 
20 Sat and 21 Sun Church Flower event at St John the Baptist Church, Little Marlow. See page 35 and their 

church report page 30 
27 Sat Coffee morning at the community centre from 11am to 1pm. See poster page 4 
27 Sat Hedsor Fair midday to 4.30pm at Orchard Dene, Riversdale. See page 33 
28 Sun  Afternoon movie at the New Royalty Cinema in the community centre at 4pm The Ballad of Wallis 

Island. See page 3 
JULY 
2 Thurs (and every Thursday) Fitsteps at the community centre 11.15am to midday  
2 Thurs Community Centre Bar Quiz. Doors open at 7.30pm; please arrive by 7.45pm for an 8pm start. For 

more info call Diane on 07521 656413 
2 Thurs Every Thursday at the Black Lion in Well End, join regulars for a pub quiz. Fun starts at 8pm. Call 

01628 531612 to book a table 
3 Fri Bingo in the community centre. Every Friday. The fun starts at 1.30pm and 8pm 
4 Sat Repair Café (and then every first Saturday) at Flackwell Heath Community Centre 10am to midday. 

See poster page 6 
6 Mon Short Mat Bowls in the community centre 7.15pm – And every Monday and Tuesday (except first 

Tuesday of each month) 
7 Tues  Bourne End Flower Arrangement Society welcomes Diane Norman with her demonstration ‘Ikebana 

from and English garden’. See page 34 
9 Thurs Open Mic Night in the bar at the community centre 8pm to 10.30pm. See poster page 4 
9 Thur Hedsor Jazz Club, start time 8pm (until 10.30pm), admission £12 (cash only please), The Hedsor 

Club, Hedsor Road, Bourne End (held on the second and fourth Thursday each month) 
10 Fri Author interview presented by the Friends of Bourne End Library. Tim Sullivan. See report page 14 
11 Sat Bourne End Community Market 10am to 2pm in and around the community centre. See ad page 31 
12 Sun A social with a great mix of salsa, cha cha cha, Cuban and other Latin rhythms. See details June 14 
12 Sun Community Day at the community centre from midday to 3pm. Lots of fun and activities. See page 5 
13 Mon Wooburn Residents’ Association meeting, open to the public, 8pm. See their report page 8 
14 Tues Short Mat Bowls in the community centre 7.15pm – And every Monday and Tuesday (except first 

Tuesday of each month) 
17 Fri Cancer Connect meet-up at Flowerland café. See page 27 
18 Sat Repair Café (and then every third Saturday) at the Bourne End Community Centre 11am to 1pm. 

See poster page 6 
19 Sun  Afternoon movie at the New Royalty Cinema in the community centre at 4pm. What’s love got to do 

with it? See page 3 
27 Mon to Fri 31 Summer Sing Camp at St Paul’s Primary School. See advert page 8  
 

The next issue of Target will cover August & September 2026. 
Email editor@targetmagazine.org.uk by Monday July 6 

to get your event included in the issue and/or in the calendar.  

Anna’s 
Healing 

exhibition  
As part of St John 
the Baptist Church’s 
‘Church Flowers’ 
event based on the 
theme of Healing, 
Anna Payne will be 
exhibiting paintings 
and artists’ books 

inspired by her own experience of her 
own healing garden in Bourne End. 
  As one of the original members of the 
Visual Images Group, which runs Bucks 
Art Weeks, she is pleased to be able to 
exhibit some work on its last weekend 
this year. 
  The exhibition will be open in the 
church in Little Marlow on Saturday June 
20 from 11am to 5pm and on Sunday 21 
from 2pm to 5pm. Further details are 
available on the church website at 4u-
team.org 

Family History Society 
We meet in the Eghams Room on the second 
Tuesday each month at 7.30pm.  
  Our meeting on 9 June is one where we bring 
along a subject from our research to talk about for 
approximately five minutes each.  
  The subject this time is ‘My Family's Connection to 
an Historical Event’.  
  These are usually a mixture of interesting stories 
so even if you don’t have a story to tell it is still worth 
coming along. Details of our July meeting will be on 
our website bucksfhs.org.uk 
 
One Place Study Group 
We continue to meet at 8pm on the third Thursday 
each month at the community centre.  
  In April we had an interesting talk and video show 
from David Wherrell. It was fascinating looking at a 
1960s carnival on Jackson's sports ground and a 
Miss Bourne End contest at Deyncourt School.  
  Our May meeting was a bit of retail therapy as 
Karen Savage visited many of the old shops in the 
village. For details of our future meetings please go 
to society.bourneendbucksops.org.uk 



THE FALCON QUIZ
Quizmaster Steve set this quiz and landlady, Katie Lamb, generously offers a meal for two at 
the pub (or a takeaway) as a prize for the winner. For your chance to win, send in your answers 
to the questions below by email to editor@targetmagazine.org.uk (with the subject line 
Falcon Quiz) or write down your answers and drop them in at the community centre. Don’t 
forget to include your contact details. The winner will be picked at random from all the correct 
entries on the closing date Monday July 6. Have a go… if nobody gets all the answers the 
winner will be the person with the most correct answers.  This quiz tests your TV knowledge.

Set and sponsored by The Falcon Pub, Wooburn Moor

The Falcon Pub 
Watery Lane,  

Wooburn Moor, HP10 0NE 
Tel: 01628 522752 

Don’t miss our Beer 
Festival June 19 to 21, 
with live music on the 
Friday and Saturday.  
Follow our Facebook 
page for more info 

1) Who plays Thomas Shelby in ‘Peaky blinders’? 
2) What is the name of the unit in ‘Line of duty’? 
3) What is the name of the pub in ‘The Simpsons’? 
4) What was the name of David Jason’s character in ‘A touch of Frost’? 
5) What was the name of the villain in ‘Thunderbirds’? 
6) Who played Hyacinth Bucket in ‘Keeping up appearances’? 
7) What year did ‘Big brother UK’ first air?  
8) Who replaced Bruce Forsyth on ‘Strictly come dancing’? 
9) Who played Detective Morse in the original ‘Inspector Morse’? 
10) Who played the title role in ‘Luther’? 
11) Who won the first series of ‘RuPauls drag race U’? 
12) What is the name of Rene’s wife in ‘Allo allo’? 
13) In which county is ‘The Bay’ set? 
14) Which show features the line ‘Live long and prosper’? 
15) What is the ships computer in ‘Red Dwarf’ called? 
16) Which county is ‘The vicar of Dibley’ based? 
17) Which TV show had a character called ‘Green grass’? 
18) In ‘Benidorm’, what is the name of the hotel? 
19) What is the name of Scooby Doo’s nephew? 
20) Which talent show did Hear’say win in 2001? 
 
Answers to the April/May 2026 Quiz: 
1) Respect, Aretha Franklyn 2) I want it that way, Backstreet boys 3) Mr Brightside, The Killers 4) Happy, Pharrell 
Williams 5) Time after time,Cyndi Lauper 6) Ace of spades, Motorhead 7) Call me maybe, Carly Rae Jepsen 8) We 
didn’t start the fire, Billy Joel 9) Red Sky, Status Quo 10) Jealous guy, John Lennon 11) Mistletoe and wine, Cliff 
Richard 12)Rolling in the deep, Adele 13) You can’t hurry love, Diana Ross 14) Your song, Elton John 15) Love is 
all around, Wet Wet Wet 16) Gypsies, tramps and thieves, Cher 17) Drive, Cars 18) Get back, Beatles 19) It’s over,
Roy Orbison 20) I should be so lucky, Kylie Minogue. The winner is: S Taylor, Flackwell Heath. 

Terms and conditions: Entrants must 
be aged 18 or over, only one entry per 

person, no cash alternative to the 
prize, our decision is final, no 

correspondence can be entered into. 
The meal must be booked in advance 

and is subject to availability. Drinks 
not included.


